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PURPOSE: The purpose of SB 61, SD 1 (SSCR640), Relating to Juveniles, is to amend HRS
§571-31.4 to include restorative justice as a program option for youth and their parents/guardians

involved in the informal adjustment process conducted by a court or other designated agency.

OFFICE’S POSITION: OYS supports the intent of SB 61, SD 1 (SSCR640) , but requests that
any appropriation not affect the priorities in the Executive Biennium Budget.

The objective of informal adjustment is to afford opportunity and aid so that a youth, and
where appropriate the youth's family, may realize voluntary adjustment of behavior, in lieu of
formally processing the child under Chapter 571, and obtain counseling and edification so as to
better allow for the youth’s appropriate emergence into adult society.

Any effort to increase the opportunities to informally adjust youth is strongly supported by
this office.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.
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The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) SUPPORTS SB61 SD1, which adds
restorative justice participation as an option for juveniles undergoing the informal
adjustment process.

In 2010, OHA produced a comprehensive report detailing the disparate
treatment of Native Hawaiians in the criminal justice system. Since then, OHA has
administered the Native Hawaiian Justice Task Force (NHJTF), which was tasked by
the Legislature to address this multi-faceted issue. A copy of the NHJTF 2012
legislative report and related materials are available at:
www.oha.org/nativehawaiianjusticetaskforce.

The NHJTF recognizes the value of restorative justice in finding and
recommendation “F” of its report because these practices are vital for healing the
offender, victim, family and community. The NHJTF also recognizes the
importance of intervening at the youth stage, noting in recommendation C.1. of the
report that:

The Task Force is aware that an individual’s contact
with the criminal justice system, regardless of race,
often begins at youth. This Report has emphasized the
impact of the criminal justice system on Native
Hawaiian adults in order to comply with what the Task
Force understood to be the focus of Act 170. The study
Disproportionate Minority Contact in the Hawai‘i
Juvenile Justice System, prepared for the Juvenile
Justice State Advisory Council and the State of Hawai‘i,
Office of Youth Services (May, 2012) provides
guidance regarding effective prospective policy
directives regarding juveniles.

Therefore, the NHJTF report generally supports the intent of SB61 and
encourages further work with Juvenile Justice State Advisory Council. As such,
OHA urges the committee to PASS SB61 SD1. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify
on this important measure.
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e Recognition and understanding by the offender of the effects of
his/her actions on the victim;

e Decreased likelihood of future conflict between the parties because
they have mutually agreed upon actions to resolve the dispute.
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